
 
Name: ________________ 

Social Studies 8 
Ms. Buckley 

Samurai Training Manual 
 

You are tasked, individually or in groups of 2, to 

create a training manual on how to become a samurai 

warrior in ancient Japan.  

 

 

Your manual will need to include:  

● step-by-step instructions on how to get from 

everyday citizen to samurai. 

● Some tips and tricks throughout.  

● Illustrations/images will be helpful to emphasize 

points made.  

 

 

Also, you will need to convince your reader (potential future samurais) how important 

samurais are to ancient Japan’s society and culture. Make the reader feel inspired to 

become a samurai. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Name: ________________ 

Social Studies 8 
Ms. Buckley 

Rubric 

 4 -  
Aspiring 

3 - 
Emerging 

2 - 
Developing 

1 - 
Beginning 

0 - Not 
Included 

Quality and 
accuracy of 
instructions 

Instructions 
are clear and 
are based on 
historical fact 

Instructions 
are apparent 
and are 
based on 
historical 
fact 

Instructions 
are present 
and are 
somewhat 
based on 
historical 
fact 

Instructions 
are 
included 
and are 
based on 
little to no 
historical 
fact 

Instructions 
are not 
included 

Tips and tricks Tips and tricks 
are superb 

Tips and 
tricks are 
acceptable 

Tips and 
tricks are 
included 

Tips and 
tricks are 
unremarka
ble 

Tips and 
tricks are 
not 
included 

Illustrations/Images 
connection to text 

All images are 
relevant and 
are 
connected to 
the text in a 
meaningful 
way 

All images 
are relevant 
and are 
connected 
to the text 
well 

Most 
images are 
relevant 
and are 
connected 
to parts of 
the text 

Some 
images are 
relevant 
and are not 
connected 
to the text 
well 

No images 
are present 

Importance of 
samurai warriors in 
ancient Japan 

The 
importance of 
samurais in 
Japan is 
emphasised 

The 
importance 
of samurais 
in Japan is 
understand
able 

The 
importance 
of samurais 
in Japan is 
included 

The 
importance 
of samurais 
in Japan is 
somewhat 
present 

The 
importance 
of samurais 
in Japan is 
not 
included 

Presentation of 
content 

All content is 
presented in 
an engaging 
and 
interesting 
way 

All content is 
presented in 
a well 
thought-out 
way 

All content 
is presented 
in an 
acceptable 
way 

All content 
is presented 
in a 
mediocre 
way  

Content is 
not 
presented 
well 

 

 


